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How to Make Photographs
with the

Ansco Vest Pocket
Speedex No. 3

PART T.

Loading with Fitm

Select a positiol where the light is subdued,
preferably at a table on which to iest the camera.
Release the hinged catch at one end of the
camera and remove the metal back, so as to
have access. to the spool chambers. Next, drop
Fl-.spool into 

"ryn1v 
pocket or chamber, cut

label on spool and 
-unwind 

enough black paper
to insert into slot of empty spdol in opporit"
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Removing the Back



chamber or pocket, pressing the while on film
spool; give ltre u'inding kpy a few turns to
.".nr" tne paper and to keep it as taut as

Threading the Black PaPer

possible. The black paper must be threaded
straight and should be started absolut"l^Y even '
for if" the paper d,oes not wind true the film will
overrun the^ flanges. To replace the back of
camera, hold its 6ody with the left,hand, and
with the right hand hbok the back on the dowels
at one end, then close down and fasten the
hinged, catch. Next turn winding -key to the
righl until the figure I appears in front of the
little rubv windorv.

I

i
I
I
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Replaced. Film for First

Number in RubY
Exposure Indicated bY

Window
Back



Bubbles in Lenses
It is practically impossible to eliminate small

air bells or tubtles in the manufacture of
optical glass' for anastigmat lenses, because of
the faci that in the process of manufacture
various chemicals must be fused together a
given length of time at a certain d9gree. At
[n" critica]l moment the process must be stopped
whether all the air has been driven out or not.
This is necess ary if the optical qualitieis of the
glass are to be retained.

The small bubbles are caused by the air left
in the glass, and should be taken as a gaafantee
of quafity rather than a detriment to a lens, fo1
the^ actu-al loss of light is inappreciable, . and
the bubbles, even when near the surface, have
little or no 

'effect 
on the optical quality of the

image or the speed of the lens.

PART II.
SECTION TWO

The Shutter

The shutter controls the rapidity with which
the picture is taken, and the r-apidity must vary
according to the strength of the fiaht and th'e
size of the opening.

Acme Speedex Shutter

On the small circular disk at the top of the
shutter are indicated the various exposures of
which the shutter is capable, expressea in frac-
tions of seconds. Ths speed is regulated by
revolving the disk so that the pointer indicates
the desired exposure. The letters B and T,
standing respectively for bulb and time, also
appear upon this diak, and are explained under
the proper headings for bulb and time exposures.
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The graduated plate at the top of the shutter
between the vievr finder and the shutter release
is for the purpose of regulating the size of the
opening of the lens. By moving the lever which
is found at the front of the shutter just below
the lens, the diaphragm may be set at the
opening desired. This is indicated by the
pointer which moves along the graduated plate
at the top of the shutter.

The Acme Speedex Shutter is a high-speed
shutter of special design. f t is so constructed
that when the camera is held in position, for
making art exposure, the image, speed, dia-
phragm size and focus are all visible. If read-
justments are found necess ary after the image
is located in the view finder, they can all be
made easily and quickly without shifting the
position of the camera.

Shutter Viewed from Above, showing Diaphragm
and Speed Scales

The shutter rnay be operated either by the
finger release or flexible wire plunger. In
addition to time and bulb it has the following
range of  exposures:  r  second,  T-2,  r -5,  t -25,
r -5o, r - r oo and r -3oo second.

I

The diaphragm or lens openings are marked
in accordance with the F system (focal system).
There are two systems of lens markings in use,
the other being the U. S. luniversal system).
To avoid any possible confusion, the U. S.
equivalents of the F system are' given in the

_ following table: Rc t ,rtve *i rtt (
7 t  m <' F 4 is equivalent to

, e t  F  4 . 5  
(

F  4 . 8  
(

F 5 ( (
. / l . ' F  5 . 5  

K

F  6 . 3  ( (

F  6 . 8
F  T . s  

4

.A ;  F  I  (
' t i  

F r r . 3  u

f  F r 6  (
' 4 .  

F z z . 6  u

' 7  F 3 Z  c (

r  t r 4 5 . 2  ( (

/ b  F 6 +  K

U . S .  r .  . 2 r t i
U . S .  r . 3 , t ' r l
U . S .  r . 4 , ? r r "
U . S .  r . 6  , l n
U . S .  2  , l l " -
U .  S .  

' 2  . 6  , l v  L
U . S .  z . 8 , t 7 i
U.  S .  3  .5  .  ta - -
U . S .  4  

- r L D -

U. S.  8 - : -  r  t -

U .  S .  t6
U.  S .  32  
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Part II
SECTION THREE

Making the Exposures
Before making an exposure with an ANsco

V-P SpnEDEX No. 3, either time or instanta-
neous, be sure of four things:

First-That the shutter is set for the proper
speed.
. Second-That the diaphragm stop is set at
the proper opening.

Third-That the camera is focused.
Fourth-That an unexposed section of film

has been turned into position.

1. Instantaneous Exposures
A1l exposures the length of which is less than

I-25 se-cgnd, which is the slowest possible speed
for satisfactory results when the Camera is held
in the hand, are known as instantaneous expos-
ures.
- In making instantaneous exposures, or "snap-

shots," the following rules apply:
Frnsr-Set the speed scale at r-25, r-5o,
too, or r-3oo, according to the time of theing to theI-roo, or r-3oo, accordi

instantaneous exposure desired.
Norn.-If very biight light, set the pointer at r-3oo or
roo, according to the subject. If less bright light, setIf less bright light, setf-roo, accorct lng to the subJect. I t  less brrght l ight, set

i t  at r-5o or r-2S, but do not attempt to make anylnstan-

Founnr-Press the finger release or flexible
wire plunger. This makes the exposure.

2. Time Exposures

taneous exposures below r-25 second.

SncoNo-Set diaphragm scale at Frr. This
lever controls the iris diaphragmr. and No, r r
is the proper opening for ordinary instantaneous
exposures. For instructions concerning the use
of_stops o_r diaphragm openings, see page 20.

Norp.--tlor instantaneous exposures-when the sun-
light is unusually strong and theie are no heavy shadows,
such as in views at the seashore or on the water. use dia-
phragm F 16. With light clouds or slightly smoky atmos-

A11 exposures made in slower time tlnan r-2.5
second are known as time exposures, and it is
necessarv 'in all cases to have the camera sup-
ported 6y ^ tripod or resting upgn-something
solid, to prevent any movement of the camera'
which would result in a blurred picture.

To make time exposures the following ru1es
should be observed:

Frnsr-Set speed scale at T (time). This
ad.iusts the shutter for time exposures.

bxposures of r-.5, r-2 and i second can be
made automatically by setting the dial at the
point indicated on the speed scale.^ 

SBcoNp-Set the diCphragm scale at Fr6., or
a smaller stop, as desired. For instructions
concerning the use of stops or diaphragm open-
ings, see page 20.

Tirrno-SEt the shutter by pressing up on
the lever at righthandside of the shutter directly
beneath the v:iew finder, to the limit of motion,
or until it catches, where it will remain until
the exposure is made.

Forinm-Press release. This opens the shut-
ter. When time is up, again presslelease. This
closes the shutter.

3. Bulb Exposures
The term "bulb exposure" is given tQ time

exposures which the operator desires to control
ny frotaing the shutt6r open at wi11,- a single
plessure oJ the release opening the blades of
the shutter, which remain open until the pressure
is removed.

The following ru1es govern the making. of
bulb exposures:' 

Frnsr--Set the speed scale at B (bulb). This
adjusts the shutter for bulb exposures.

SBcoNo-Set the diaphragm scale at F 16,
or a smaller stop, as desired- For instructions
concerning the use of stops or diaphragm open-
ings, see page 20.

i
I
{

t
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t
phere use F 8 at  r - roo,  or  F rr  at  r -25-or r -5d.  With
heavy clouds or in pocjr light use full openins at r-zs
second.

podr light use full opening at rz5

Tnrno-Set the shutter by pressing up on
the lever at righthand sidir bt thJ shutter
directly beneath the view finder, to the limit.
df motion, or until it catches, where it will
remain until the exposure is made.

I O I I



Tntno-Set the shutter by pressing up on
the lever at righthand side of the-shuttei dir^ectlv
beneath the view finder, to the limit of motion,
or until it catches, where it will remain untii
the exposure is made.

F ounrs-Press the finger release or flexible
wire plunger to open the shutter, and remove
pressure to close it. This makes the exposure.
The shutter will remain open as long 

^as 
the

pressure is maintained.

NorE.-Do not oil any part of the shutter. In ca'se of
accident return shutter to your dealer or to Ansco Com-
peny, Binghamton, N. Y., for repairs.

- As a general rule make exposures by pressing the wire
plunger and not with the finger release, a3 the wite release
is less l ikely to jar the camera.

PART II.
SECTION F'OUR

Operating the Camera

Instantaneous Exposures-

"Snapshots"

Opening the Front

To take instantaneous pictures the object
should be in bright sunlight, but the camera
should not. The sun should be behind the
back or over the shoulder of the operator.

Focusing on the Subject

the Bellorvs

r 3

1.

fi
Extending



f. Press the nickeled button as shown
illustration, and push down the bed
camera to the limit of motion.

If. With forefinger and thumb of right hand
press the two upright knobs at the front of 

'the

camera and draw the bellows out to the extreme
limit of motion.
. III. Set the focusing lever at the distance
required as marked on the scale.

Norn.-The focusing scale is marked by feet corre-
sponding to the distance between the camera and the
obj ect.

Automatic Focusing Device

The automatic adjustable focusing device,
which is on the right side of the camera bed, is
different from any other means employed for
quick and accurate focusing.

By means of the automatic device the front
locks automatically at 4, 6, ro, 25 and roo feet,
but unlike any other automatic focusing device,
if after extending and locking the bellows a
different focus is desired, the distance may be
changed by moving the lever on the scale.

To set the focus press down on lever and move
it to the required place on scale, then pull out

front of camera to limit of motion, and the
ANsco will be in focus for the distance for which
yog have set the catch. If you have already
pulled out the front of the camera and wish to
change focus, simply press the lever and move
it to the distance desired as marked on the scale.

In photographing objects which are at a
distance of. z5 or 50 feet, it is not necessary to
estimate the distance any more than wittr
approximate accuracy. For general street work
the focus may be kept at z5 feet, but when greab
sharpness or definition is required on any specific
object the exact distance should be ascertained,
and the pointer moved to the required point

? , on t4" scale. The best rule to follow irr this
case 1s to pace off the required distance. The
average person's step is about 3 feet. Do not
try to photograph any object nearer the camera
than 4 feet, unless a portrait attachment is
employed, nor moving objects at a shorter
distance than 25 feet from the camera.

If the object be low down, like a small child
er a dog, the camera should be held down level
with the center of the object.

Locating the Image

Aim the camera at the object to be photo-
graphed and locate the image in the finder.
For a hori zontal. picture hold the camera on its
side, revolving the finder a quarter turn to the
left. Always look into the finder from directly
over it-not at an angle.

in the
of the

L
r 5
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Camera in Position for Horizontal Exposure

Camera in Position for Vertical Expo.sure

F'or a vertical picture the camera must be
held upright as shown in the illustration.

To make an instantaneous exposure it is
simply necess ary to press the wire plunger,
which operates the shutter, opening and closing
it with one movement.

When making art exposure without the use of
the wire release, grasp the bed of the camera
firmly with the left hand, steady it with the
right, and with the thumb of the right hand
lightly touch the finger release.

r 6

Making an Eiposure by Means of Finger Release

After making "the exposure be sure to turn a
new section of film into position. Turn the key
in top of camera slowly to the right_ until the
next 

-number 
appears before the red window-

Three or four turns will be sufficieni to accom-
plish this. The warning hand ?Ppears olly
before No. I. Repeat the foregoi.tg operation
for each picture.

2. Time Exposures-Interiors

Camera supported by Footrest

r 7
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To make interior time exposures with the
Axsco V-P SpBEDEx No. 3, iet the 

""-"r"-1rlsuch a position that the 
-finder 

will 
"-biu""the view desired. The camera should nob be'.pointed..directly at ? window, as the glare of

light will blur the picture. If all the riindtws
cannot be avoided, pull down the shades of
such as come within the range of the 

"urr,.ru.The camera should be placed bn a tripod, tabie
or other firm support. Center the 

^objbct 
ithe nndl,-;;d ::i"ri.T';Jf ':;tl"?r 

?""bi:
pressure of the finger release or wire olunger

White Walls
and Only One Window

Bright sunlight outside 6 seconds
r 5

C l o t i d y b r i g h t  . . . . 3 o  : ,
C l o u d y d u 1 1 . .  . ' . . 6 0

Medium Colored Walls and Hangings

and More than One Window

Bright sunlight outside. 8 seconds
H a i y s u n . . . .  2 0
C l o t i d y b r i g h t  . . . . 4 0  ' . : .

C l o u d y d u l l . .  ' . . . 6 0

Medium Colored Walls and Hangings

and OnlY One Window

Bright sunlight outside. rz seconds
30 

t '

6 o s

pressure of the finger or wire ptunger
will open the shutter, and another will 61o;e'it
The leneth of exDosure is la.re'elw e rnatrpr nfThe leng exposure is largely a matter of

P. M., using diaphragm F 16. If ther. lvl.,-uslng dlaphragm -t' 16. If the stop F rr
is used, give only one-half the time. tt the

practice aqd- jgdgment,- and isloverned by the
amount of light on the obiecl to be photo_
graphed. The length of expbsure is conirolled
by the size of the lens opening, or diaphrrg-,
useo.

Norn.-The ANsco V-P Speedex No. 3 is equipped
with two tripod sockets, for-supporting t-he-c;ri;-" i;
elther vertlcal or horizontal position. When the camera.
is to be set on a table- in upiright position a."w o;- th;
nickelplated lever or footreit,-which is locaied 

-f"ti"?

the shutter at the left side of the camera, all ihe ;;il;
the limit of motion,.and turn the foot into positi;; ;;
shown in the illustration. See Fig. r.

Time Needed for Interior
Exposures

The.following_table is figured for exposures
made between the hours oT ro_ A. M.t and 3

H a z y  s u n . . .
Cloudy bright'
Cloudy dul l . .

Dark Colored Walls and Han$in$s

and More than One Window

Bright sunlight outside. zo seconds
H a i v  s u n . . . .  . . . . 4 o
Clotidv bright . .. . 8o
Cloudy duf .. .z minutes 4o 

(

Dark Colored \ilalls and Han$in$s

^nd OnlY One Window

Bright sunlight outside ' . 40 seconds
H a Z y s u n . . . .  8 o  ' (

Cloridy bright . z minutes 4o 
',:.

C l o u d y d u [ . .  . . . . . . . 5  u  2 0  (

To Make a Portrait

Place the sitter in a chair partly facing the
lisht and turn the face slightly toward the
cimera, which should be at the height ^of -an
ordinary table. Center the image in the {nde1.
For a ihtee-quarter figure the camera shoirld
be from 6 to 

^8 
feet from the figure, and for a

ful1 figure 8 to ro feet. The background should
form a contrast with the sitter.

+
l
I
t
, , '
I

the
stop or diaphragm F zz is used, give twice the
exposure; or if F 3z is used, give four times
longer exposure. The smaller- the stop, the
sharper the picture. F 16 gives the best results
tor rnterrors.

White Walls
and More than One Window

Bright sunlight outsid.e. 4 seconds
Hazy sun. . . rri .(
Cloudy bright. 20 .(
C l o u d y - d u l l . . . . .  . . . . . . . 4 0

r 8
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To Obtain a Larger portrait
usc uln Axsco Portrait  Attachment, which

consists simply of r_rn cxtrer lcns that slips over
tlr. regular lens anrl in no way affects its opera-
t]on cxccpt to change thg focus, thus 

".roblitrgthe opcrertor to work closer to the sub j ect".'I 'his 
make.s it _ possible to obtarin a l:rrger ernd

sherrplv definecl image on the fi lm
For al l  cameras rvhich arc f i t ted with .cr focus-

ilg .arl*ngemcnt the followirg table zrpplies:
With F ocusing Indic:rtor set at-

6 f t . ,  p l : rce subiect  at  2 f t .  2  in .
I o  ( (  ( (  ( (  (  

2  f t . 6 i n .
25 u (  ( (  ( (  

3 f t .
I o o  ( (  ( (  ( (  ( (  

3 f t . 6 i n .

3. Time Exposures in the Open Air
'l 'ime 

exposures in the open alr rnay be maLcle
providccl cl iaphragm F 32 or F 45 is usecl.  Ex-
posures must be a l i t t lcr shorterr th:rn for interiors,
r rs  fo l lows:

Diaphragm tr 32.
W i t h  s u n s h i n e . . .  . r - 5  o f  a  s e c o n t l

l l  l i gh t  c louds .  .  .  f rom ) l  to  r  , ,
t t  heavy "  , ,  2 , ,  

S seconds

Use of Diaphragms
F _/+.5 to F 7.5 forinstantaneous exposures

on cloudy or_ dutt days anrJ fo, speed, p,ictures at
1-300 second.

,  I -8_for instantaneous exposures on c loud,y
brigh,t day s .

F 11 f or all ' instantaneous exposures at 1 -50 when
the sun sh,ines.

F 16 fo, dnstantaneous exposlLres at 1-100 when
the sunlight ' is unusually strong and, there are no
heazsy shadows, such as ,in a,iews at th,e seashore
or on tlt,e water; also f o, ,interior t,ime exposures ,
the t'ime for zuh'ich 'is given ,in the preced.iis table'.

F 22 f n, inte rior s ; neaer f o, ,instantaneous
exposures.

F 32 and F /t5 f o, t,ime exposures outdoors.
The t'ime requ'ired on cl,ou,dy days zuith th,is d.ia-
phragm zu'ill ran ge from I -i second to i second, s ,
uccortJing to tlte l,ight. l{ever use these smull
stops -f or in,sto.ntoneous exposu.res.

PART III.
SECTION ONE

Removin$ the Film

No clarkroom is required for changittg 1J."
spools. in the Axsco V-P St 'ppnEx No'  1 '  

' l 'he

opcration should , for absolute strf  ety, be per-

formed in a subclued l ight.

I .  When last section of f i lm hirs bcen erposecl,

turn the key five or six half turns.

II. Provicle iln extrit spool of fi lm to fit this

celmertL, :rncl terke rr position bf it t irl l lc as f ar

as possible from any winclow.

l I I .  Remove the b l rck f rom the Axsco i IS

cl irectcd on page 5.

IV. Holcl ing the bl lrck puper tat i t ,  SO zLS to

wind tightly,"t.t.r ' l thcr key irntil thc lrrLl)tlr i s

all on thc rercl.

Removing the F' i lm

V. F'o1d ovef half inch at cnd of blzrck pitper

(so irs to merke subsequ.elt brcaking of -the seal

easv) ancl then seal witn the gummerl stickcr

that will bc founcl on thc cmpty spool .

L



vr. swing winding key with spool outward
and remove the exposed-roll.

vII. wtrp up exposed film immediatelv to
prevent the possibility of light being admilted.

VIII. Take out the empty spool from the
other chamber or pocket and piace it on the
winding -k"y, swinging k"y witli spool into the
proper place. ,

rx. Load as directed on page 3. The rorl
of exposures can now be m^aitEa 6r taken to
the dealer for finishing or you can do the devel-
oping and printing yoirrseif.

PART III.

SECTION TWO

Closing the Camera

Return the bellows to place by releasing the
catch at the front of the platform. Press
lightly on the side armsuppor-ti with the thumbs
ot" roth-hands, and the bed will close easily.

Caution
Before closing the bed of the camera-' be sure

that the finder-is in the upright position, that
the bellows has been pushed back to the limit
of motion and that the footrest, if it has been
used , is back in its place. Although -the shutter
an,C. view finder project beyond the front of the
camera when ttte bellows is returned and the
bed is still open, it will be noted that on closing
the front thbse are automatically carried back
into the body of the camera so that absolutely
no Space is wasted and the camer a carT be mad.e
r. rtit"ll and compact as possible. . If -everything
is in proper positibn the c-amera will close easily.
Never fbrce arry part, for the adjustment is
perfect, and if ftre camera will not work it is
because something is amiss.

r
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Closing the Camera

L
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t

Developing and Printing
THE ANSCO FILM BOOK is a ,complete

treatise on the aft of making perfect negatir :s.

THE CYKO MANUAL is a 64-page hand-
book on print making.

These books are both free on application at
any Axsco store, or to

Ansco CoureNv,
Binghamton, N. Y.
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